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The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (Pub. L. 104-13). STATEMENT OF PUBLIC BURDEN: Through this information collection,
ACF is identifying plans for State use of Social Services Bock Grant (SSBG) Funding. The purpose of this information is to identify
estimated SSBG expenditures and recipients, as well as the intended geographic location and eligibility considerations for
planned services. Information will be used to gain insight on the administration of the SSBG program and to provide support to
grantees related to the administration of their SSBG program. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is
estimated to average 40 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and reviewing the collection of information. This is a mandatory collection of information and is required to retain a
benefit [45 C.F.R. §96.74.]. An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of
information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, unless it displays a currently valid OMB
control number. The OMB # is 0970-0234 and the expiration date is 03/31/2027 ¢ you have any comments on this
collection of information, please contact the Office of Community Services, Social Services Block Grant Program via email:

SSBG@acf.hhs.gov.
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General Information

1. State Marvland E' 2. Fiscal Year FY2026 IZI

3. State Official Contact Information
Rafael Lopez, Secretary

Department of Human Services
rafael.lopez@maryland.gov
410-767-5034

4. SSBG Contact Information
Tennille Thomas, Principal Deputy Executive Director
Department of Human Services, Social Services Administration
Tennille.Thomas2@maryland.gov
410-767-7119

5. SSBG Award from Previous Year $29,356,481.00

6. SSBG Expenditures Planned for Current Year $ 29,356,481.00

7. TANF Funds Transferred into SSBG $22,834,200.00

8. Consolidate Block Grant Funds Included in SSBG Budget: YES O NO @
Provide the amount of funding for each applicable funding source for the consolidated block
grant.

a. Funding Source(s) for the Consolidated Block b. Amount of Funding from Each
Grant Program




9. SSBG Carryover Funding from the Previous Year: YES O NO @

a.

Source(s) of Carryover Funding

b. Amount of Carryover from Each
Source




Il. Administrative Operations

1.
2.
3.

Administering Agency Department of Human Services

Location 25 S. Charles Street, Baltimore, MD 21201

Mission/Goals of Agency

The Maryland Department of Human Services (Department) is the State agency designated to administer the
Social Services Block Grant in Maryland. Within the Department are two administrations that are responsible for
the management and administration of the Social Services Block Grant program: The Social Services
Administration and the Office of Budget and Finance Administration.

The Social Services Administration supervises all social service programs provided though Maryland's local
departments of social services that are intended to: Prevent or remedy neglect, abuse, or exploitation of children
and adults; preserve, rehabilitate, or reunite families; help children to begin or continue to improve their
well-being; prevent children form having to enter out-of-home care when services can enable them to remain
safely in their own homes; and for children who need out-of-home care provide appropriate placement and
permanency services. The Social Services Administration is responsible for policy development, training and staff
development, monitoring and evaluation of local department programs, oversight of development and
maintenance of the child welfare information system, Maryland's Child Juvenile and Adult Management System
(CJAMS) and all other aspects of program management.

Description of Financial Operations Systems

All Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) expenditures are administered by the Maryland Department of Human
Services (DHS). As the single state agency responsible for administering multiple State Plans for public assistance
(Title IV-A, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) since 1996, Title IV-B, Title IV-E, and Title IV-D of the
Social Security Act), DHS operates under a public assistance cost allocation plan in lieu of applying an indirect cost
rate to direct costs.

The DHS cost allocation plan is submitted quarterly to the Division of Cost Allocation (DCA) within the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) for approval. The plan provides a narrative description of the
methods and procedures used to identify, measure, and allocate costs across programs. All costs incurred by DHS
are included in the plan by cost center, with the exception of expenditures for financial assistance programs such
as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly Food Stamps), Cash Assistance, and Foster
Care Maintenance Payments.

State Method of Calculating Costs:

All SSBG expenditures are calculated using a Random Moment Time Study (RMTS), a federally approved method
that samples staff activities at random intervals to determine time spent on specific programs. The results are
used to allocate costs across funding sources in compliance with federal requirements.



lll. Program Planning

1.

Planning for Distribution and Use of Funds

Describe the planning process for determining the State’s use and distribution of SSBG funds.

Maryland determines the use and distribution of Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) funds through a coordinated
planning process that integrates multiple funding streams available to the State. Allocation decisions are guided
by the Social Services Time Study, which identifies service needs and ensures resources are applied efficiently
across programs. Additionally, Maryland utilizes the statutory authority to transfer up to 10% of Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) funds into SSBG to expand services available to children and families. This
combined approach ensures the effective and strategic use of federal resources to meet statewide social service
priorities.

Describe the Characteristics of Individuals to be Served

Include definitions for child, adult, and family; eligibility criteria; and income guidelines.

For the purposes of Maryland's Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) programs:

Child: An individual under 18 years of age. Adult: An individual 18 years of age and older.

Family: One or more parents and children related by blood, marriage, or adoption and residing in the same
household, or a parent substitute (related or unrelated caregiver/legal guardian) with responsibility for 24-hour
care and supervision of a child.

Eligibility Criteria: Eligibility varies by service category. Many services, including adoption and protective services,
are provided without regard to income. For adult case management programs, individuals (65+) are served
without income criteria, while adults under 65 are eligible if they receive Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or
have gross annual income below 80% of Maryland's median income (adjusted for family size).

Income Guidelines: Specific income thresholds are applied only to certain programs; others provide services
universally where safety or protection concerns exist.

Public Inspection of Pre-Expenditure Report

Describe how the State made available for public inspection and comment the current Pre-

Expenditure Report or revision to the report. Supporting documentation for public inspection is

also required. (See V. Appendices, Appendix A: Documentation of public Hearing).

The State of Maryland made the FY2026 Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) Pre-Expenditure Report available for
public inspection and comment through multiple channels. A press release will be issued announcing the
availability of the draft report, which will be posted on the Maryland Department of Human Services website for
public review. The public is invited to submit comments on the report by October 31, 2025, prior to its finalization
and transmission to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Supporting documentation of this
process, including the press release and related notices, is included in Appendix A.



IV. Program Operations
Complete one table for each service category provided by the state during the reporting period.

1. Program Operations — Adoption Services

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) — Adoption Services

b. SSBG Goal
Goal #2: Achieving or maintaining self-sufficiency, including reduction or prevention of dependency
Goal #3: Preventing or remedying neglect, abuse, or exploitation of children and adults unable to protect
their own interests, or preserving, rehabilitating, or reuniting families.

c. Description of Services
Adoption services are those services or activities provided to assist in training about the adoption of a child.
Component services and activities may include, but are not limited to, counseling the biological parent(s),
recruitment of adoptive homes, and pre - and post-placement training and/or counseling.

Adoption provides services when efforts to maintain or reunify a child with their birth parent(s) or relatives
are unsuccessful, ensuring the child's need for a safe, stable, and permanent family is met.

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)

These services are provided without regard to income. Individuals receiving adoption research, Contact and
Reunion Services may be charged a fee ranging from $0-$825 to help defer expenses.

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
Through Local Department of Social Services
Statewide

f. Partnering State Agency
N/A

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers
N/A




2. Program Operations — Case Management Services

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) — Case Management Services

b. SSBG Goal
Goal #2 — Achieving or maintaining self-sufficiency, including reduction or prevention of dependency.
Goal #3 — Preventing or remedying neglect, abuse, or exploitation of children and adults unable to protect
their own interests, or preserving, rehabilitating, or reuniting families.

c. Description of Services

Case Management services

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)

Children and families referred through CPS, Family Services, etc.

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
Through Local Department of Social Services
Statewide

f. Partnering State Agency
Maryland Department of Health,
MD Judiciary,
Maryland State Department of Education

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers
Local Department of Social Services
Private nonprofits under contract with SSA




3. Program Operations — Congregate Meals

a.

Service Category (use uniform definition) — Congregate Meals

b.

SSBG Goal

N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan

c. Description of Services
N/A
d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
N/A
e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
N/A
f. Partnering State Agency
N/A
g. Subgrantee / Service Providers

N/A




4. Program Operations — Counseling Services

a.

Service Category (use uniform definition) — Counseling Services

b.

SSBG Goal

N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan

N/A

c. Description of Services
N/A
d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
N/A
e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
N/A
f. Partnering State Agency
N/A
g. Subgrantee / Service Providers




5. Program Operations — Day Care Services — Adults

a.

Service Category (use uniform definition) — Day Care Services — Adults

b.

SSBG Goal

N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan

c. Description of Services
N/A
d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
N/A
e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
N/A
f. Partnering State Agency
N/A
g. Subgrantee / Service Providers

N/A




6. Program Operations — Day Care Services — Children

a.

Service Category (use uniform definition) — Day Care Services — Children

b.

SSBG Goal

N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan

c. Description of Services
N/A
d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
N/A
e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
N/A
f. Partnering State Agency
N/A
g. Subgrantee / Service Providers

N/A




7. Program Operations — Education and Training Services

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) — Education and Training Services

b. SSBG Goal
N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan

c. Description of Services
N/A

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
N/A

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
N/A

f. Partnering State Agency
N/A

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers
N/A




8. Program Operations — Employment Services

a.

Service Category (use uniform definition) — Employment Services

b.

SSBG Goal

N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan

N/A

c. Description of Services
N/A
d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
N/A
e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
N/A
f. Partnering State Agency
N/A
g. Subgrantee / Service Providers




9. Program Operations — Family Planning Services

a.

Service Category (use uniform definition) — Family Planning Services

b.

SSBG Goal

N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan

N/A

c. Description of Services
N/A
d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
N/A
e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
N/A
f. Partnering State Agency
N/A
g. Subgrantee / Service Providers




10. Program Operations — Foster Care Services for Adults

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) — Foster Care Services for Adults

b. SSBG Goal
Goal #3- Preventing or Remedying Neglect, Abuse or Exploitation

c. Description of Services
Foster Care Services for adults are those services or activities that assess the need and arrange for the
substitute care and alternate living situations for adults in a setting suitable to the individual's needs.
Indoviduals may need such services because of social, physical or mental disabilities, or as a consequence of
abuse or neglect. Care may be provided in a community based setting, or such services may arrange for
institutionalization when necessary. Component services to activities include assessment of individual's
needs, case planning and case management.

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
Services maybe provided regardless of income. Services are provided to vulnerable adults who are unable to
protect there own interest, health, safety or welfare.

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
These services are available statewide and are provided by direct services staff in Local Departments of
Social Service

f. Partnering State Agency
N/A

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers
N/A




11. Program Operations — Foster Care Services for Children

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) — Prevention and Intervention Services

b. SSBG Goal
Goal #3 Preventing or Remedying Neglect, Abuse or Exploitation
Goal #4 Preventing or Reducing Inappropriate Institutional Care

c. Description of Services
Foster Care Services for children are those services or activities associated with the provision of an
alternative family life experience for abused, neglected or dependent children, between birth and the age of
majority, on the basis of a court commitment or voluntary placement agreement signed by the parent or
guardian. Services may be provided to children in foster family homes, foster homes of relateives, group
homes, emergency shelters, residential facilities, childcare institutions, pre-adoptive homes, or supervised
independent living situations. Component services or activities may include assessment of the child's needs.

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
Foster Care services are provided to any child or family in need of them.

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area

These services are available statewide and are provided by direct services staff in Local Departments of
Social Services

f. Partnering State Agency
N/A

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers
N/A




12. Program Operations — Health Related and Home Health Services

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) — Health Related and Home Health Services

b. SSBG Goal
N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan

c. Description of Services
N/A

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
N/A

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
N/A

f. Partnering State Agency
N/A

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers
N/A




13. Program Operations — Home Based Services

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) — Home Based Services

b. SSBG Goal
Goal #2 Self Sufficiency

Goal #3 Preventing or Remedying Neglect, Abuse or Exploitation

c. Description of Services
Home Based Services are those in home services or activities provided to individuals or families to assist with
household or personal care activities that improve or maintain adequate family well-being. These services
may be provided for reasons of illness, incapacity, fraility, absence of a caretaker relative, or to prevent
abuse or neglect of a child or adult. Major components include homemaker services, chore services,
maintenance services, and household management services. Component services or activities may include
protective supervision of adults and/or children to help prevent abuse, temporary non-medical personal

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
Provided without regard to income. Although applicants are eligible regardless of income, fees based on
family size maybe changed to those with income above approximately 80% of the State Median Income.

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
These services are available statewide and are provided by direct services staff in Local Departments of
Social Services

f. Partnering State Agency
N/A

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers
N/A




14. Program Operations — Home Delivered Meals

a.

Service Category (use uniform definition) — Home Delivered Meals

b.

SSBG Goal

N/A — Service not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan

c. Description of Services
N/A
d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
N/A
e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
N/A
f. Partnering State Agency
N/A
g. Subgrantee / Service Providers

N/A




15. Program Operations — Housing Services

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) — Housing Services

b. SSBG Goal
N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan

c. Description of Services
N/A

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
N/A

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
N/A

f. Partnering State Agency
N/A

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers
N/A




16. Program Operations — Independent and Transitional Living Services

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) — Independent and Transitional Living Services
b. SSBG Goal
N/A - Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan
c. Description of Services
N/A
d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
N/A
e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
N/A
f. Partnering State Agency
N/A
g. Subgrantee / Service Providers

N/A




17. Program Operations — Information and Referral

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) — Information and Referral
b. SSBG Goal
N/A - Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan
c. Description of Services
N/A
d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
N/A
e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
N/A
f. Partnering State Agency
N/A
g. Subgrantee / Service Providers

N/A




18. Program Operations — Legal Services

a.

Service Category (use uniform definition) — Legal Services

b.

SSBG Goal

N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan

c. Description of Services
N/A
d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
N/A
e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
N/A
f. Partnering State Agency
N/A
g. Subgrantee / Service Providers

N/A




19. Program Operations — Pregnancy and Parenting Services for Young Parents

a.

Service Category (use uniform definition) — Pregnancy and Parenting Services for Young
Parents

b.

SSBG Goal

N/A — Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan

c. Description of Services
N/A
d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
N/A
e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
N/A
f. Partnering State Agency
N/A
g. Subgrantee / Service Providers

N/A




20. Program Operations — Prevention and Intervention Services

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) — Prevention and Intervention Services

b. SSBG Goal
Goal #2: Achieving or maintaining self-sufficiency, including reduction or prevention of dependency
Goal #3: Preventing or remedying neglect, abuse, or exploitation of children and adults unable to protect
their own interests

c. Description of Services

Prevention and Intervention Services are targeted efforts designed to reduce risk factors and strengthen
protective factors for children, youth, and families. These services aim to prevent entry or re-entry into the
child welfare, juvenile justice, or adult protective services systems. Interventions may include family
preservation services, parenting education, in-home supports, behavioral health screenings, conflict
resolution, respite care, early intervention for at-risk youth, and crisis response. These services promote
safety, family functioning, and long-term well-being.

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
All of Maryland's In-Home Services are offered regardless of income. No fee is charged.

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
Services are available statewide and delivered by direct services staff in Local Departments of Social
Services. Services may be provided in the home, schools, or other community settings.

f. Partnering State Agency
N/A

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers
N/A




21. Program Operations — Protective Services for Adults

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) — Protective Services for Adults

b. SSBG Goal

Goal #3: Preventing or remedying neglect, abuse, or exploitation of children and adults unable to protect
their own interests, or preserving, rehabilitating, or reuniting families.

c. Description of Services

Protective Services for Adults are services and interventions provided to vulnerable adults who are
experiencing or at risk of abuse, neglect, self-neglect, or exploitation. These services include 24/7 intake and
response, investigation of reports, risk and capacity assessments, safety planning, case management, legal
interventions (such as guardianship petitions), referrals to health and mental health services, emergency
housing, and coordination of in-home or facility-based care. The purpose is to protect the individual while
respecting autonomy to the extent possible.

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
Services provided to vulnerable adults who are unable to protect their own interest, health, safety or
welfare. No fee is charged.

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
Services are available statewide and delivered through the Adult Protective Services (APS) units within the
Local Departments of Social Services.

f. Partnering State Agency
N/A

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers
N/A




22. Program Operations — Protective Services for Children

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) — Protective Services for Children

b. SSBG Goal
Goal #3: Preventing or remedying neglect, abuse, or exploitation of children

c. Description of Services

Protective Services for Children address allegations of abuse, neglect, or exploitation through 24/7 intake,
investigation, safety planning, and case management. Services include referrals to supports such as
counseling, housing, or treatment, with court involvement when needed. The goal is to ensure child safety,
strengthen families, and, when reunification is not possible, secure permanent alternative placements.

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
Services are provided regardless of income. No fee is charged.

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
These services are provided statewide through the Local Departments of Social Services.

f. Partnering State Agency
N/A

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers
N/A




23. Program Operations — Recreational Services

a.

Service Category (use uniform definition) — Recreational Services

b.

SSBG Goal

N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 draft plan

N/A

Description of Services

N/A

Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)

N/A

Method of Delivery and Geographic Area

N/A

Partnering State Agency

N/A

Subgrantee / Service Providers




24. Program Operations — Residential Treatment Services

a.

Service Category (use uniform definition) — Residential Treatment Services

b.

SSBG Goal

N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 draft plan

N/A

Description of Services

N/A

Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)

N/A

Method of Delivery and Geographic Area

N/A

Partnering State Agency

N/A

Subgrantee / Service Providers




25. Program Operations — Special Services for Persons with Developmental or Physical

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) — Special Services for Persons with
Developmental or Physical

b. SSBG Goal
N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 draft plan

c. Description of Services
N/A

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
N/A

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
N/A

f. Partnering State Agency
N/A

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers
N/A




26. Program Operations — Special Services for Youth Involved in or at Risk of Involvement with

Criminal Activity

a.

Service Category (use uniform definition) — Special Services for Youth Involved in or at Risk
of Involvement with Criminal Activity

b.

SSBG Goal

N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 draft plan

N/A

Description of Services

N/A

Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)

N/A

Method of Delivery and Geographic Area

N/A

Partnering State Agency

N/A

Subgrantee / Service Providers




27. Program Operations — Substance Abuse Services

a.

Service Category (use uniform definition) — Substance Abuse Services

b.

SSBG Goal

N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 draft plan

c. Description of Services
N/A
d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
N/A
e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
N/A
f. Partnering State Agency
N/A
g. Subgrantee / Service Providers

N/A




28. Program Operations — Transportation Services

a.

Service Category (use uniform definition) — Transportation Services

b.

SSBG Goal

N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 draft plan

N/A

Description of Services

N/A

Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)

N/A

Method of Delivery and Geographic Area

N/A

Partnering State Agency

N/A

Subgrantee / Service Providers




29. Program Operations — Other Services

a.

Service Category (use uniform definition) — Other Services

b.

SSBG Goal

N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 draft plan

c. Description of Services
N/A
d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)
N/A
e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area
N/A
f. Partnering State Agency
N/A
g. Subgrantee / Service Providers

N/A




V. Appendices

Appendix A: Documentation of Public Hearing
Attach documentation of public hearing, such as public hearing notices, websites, electronic
correspondence, letters, newspaper articles, etc.

Appendix B: Certifications
Attach signed copies of the following certifications

1. Drug-Free Workplace Requirements

2. Environmental Tobacco Smoke

3. Lobbying

4. Debarment, Suspension and Other Responsibility Matters

Appendix C: Proof of Audit

Federal regulations state that: “Each State shall, not less often than every two years, audit its
expenditures from amounts received (or transferred for use) under this title...Within 30 days following
the completion of each audit, the State shall submit a copy of that audit to the legislature of the State
and to the Secretary.” (Sec. 2006 [42 U.S.C. 139743, Sec. 2006]).

Provide a copy or link to the most recent audit, or a description of the audit that specifies when the audit
occurred and summarizes the results of the audit.

Appendix D: SF 424M
Scanned copy must be uploaded with application

Appendix E: Federal Financial Report (FFR) For SF-425 Federal Financial Reporting (FFR) Form SF-425
Scanned copy must be uploaded with the Intended Use Plan

Appendix F: TANF ACF-196R form
Scanned copy must be uploaded with the Intended Use Plan
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The DHS cost allocation plan is submitted quarterly to the Division of Cost Allocation (DCA) within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) for approval. The plan provides a narrative description of the methods and procedures used to identify, measure, and allocate costs across programs. All costs incurred by DHS are included in the plan by cost center, with the exception of expenditures for financial assistance programs such as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly Food Stamps), Cash Assistance, and Foster Care Maintenance Payments.



State Method of Calculating Costs:

All SSBG expenditures are calculated using a Random Moment Time Study (RMTS), a federally approved method that samples staff activities at random intervals to determine time spent on specific programs. The results are used to allocate costs across funding sources in compliance with federal requirements.
	Mission and Goals: The Maryland Department of Human Services (Department) is the State agency designated to administer the Social Services Block Grant in Maryland. Within the Department are two administrations that are responsible for the management and administration of the Social Services Block Grant program:  The Social Services Administration and the Office of Budget and Finance Administration.



The Social Services Administration supervises all social service programs provided though Maryland's local departments of social services that are intended to: Prevent or remedy neglect, abuse, or exploitation of children and adults; preserve, rehabilitate, or reunite families; help children to begin or continue to improve their well-being; prevent children form having to enter out-of-home care when services can enable them to remain safely in their own homes; and for children who need out-of-home care provide appropriate placement and permanency services. The Social Services Administration is responsible for policy development, training and staff development, monitoring and evaluation of local department programs, oversight of development and maintenance of the child welfare information system, Maryland's Child Juvenile and Adult Management System (CJAMS) and all other aspects of program management. 
	Public Inspection: The State of Maryland made the FY2026 Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) Pre-Expenditure Report available for public inspection and comment through multiple channels. A press release will be issued announcing the availability of the draft report, which will be posted on the Maryland Department of Human Services website for public review. The public is invited to submit comments on the report by October 31, 2025, prior to its finalization and transmission to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Supporting documentation of this process, including the press release and related notices, is included in Appendix A.
	Individuals Served Characteristics: For the purposes of Maryland's Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) programs: 

Child: An individual under 18 years of age. Adult: An individual 18 years of age and older. 

Family: One or more parents and children related by blood, marriage, or adoption and residing in the same household, or a parent substitute (related or unrelated caregiver/legal guardian) with responsibility for 24-hour care and supervision of a child. 

Eligibility Criteria: Eligibility varies by service category. Many services, including adoption and protective services, are provided without regard to income. For adult case management programs, individuals (65+) are served without income criteria, while adults under 65 are eligible if they receive Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or have gross annual income below 80% of Maryland's median income (adjusted for family size). 

Income Guidelines: Specific income thresholds are applied only to certain programs; others provide services universally where safety or protection concerns exist.
	Distribution and Use of Funds: Maryland determines the use and distribution of Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) funds through a coordinated planning process that integrates multiple funding streams available to the State. Allocation decisions are guided by the Social Services Time Study, which identifies service needs and ensures resources are applied efficiently across programs. Additionally, Maryland utilizes the statutory authority to transfer up to 10% of Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) funds into SSBG to expand services available to children and families. This combined approach ensures the effective and strategic use of federal resources to meet statewide social service priorities.
	Adoption Services SSBG Goal: Goal #2: Achieving or maintaining self-sufficiency, including reduction or prevention of dependency 
Goal #3: Preventing or remedying neglect, abuse, or exploitation of children and adults unable to protect their own interests, or preserving, rehabilitating, or reuniting families.
	Adoption Services Description: Adoption services are those services or activities provided to assist in training about the adoption of a child. Component services and activities may include, but are not limited to, counseling the biological parent(s), recruitment of adoptive homes, and pre - and post-placement training and/or counseling.



Adoption provides services when efforts to maintain or reunify a child with their birth parent(s) or relatives are unsuccessful, ensuring the child's need for a safe, stable, and permanent family is met.
	Adoption Services Recipients: These services are provided without regard to income. Individuals receiving adoption research, Contact and Reunion Services may be charged a fee ranging from $0-$825 to help defer expenses.
	Adoption Services Delivery Geographic Area: Through Local Department of Social Services

Statewide
	Adoption Services Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Case Mgmt SSBG Goal: Goal #2 – Achieving or maintaining self-sufficiency, including reduction or prevention of dependency. 
Goal #3 – Preventing or remedying neglect, abuse, or exploitation of children and adults unable to protect their own interests, or preserving, rehabilitating, or reuniting families.
	Case Mgmt Recipients: Children and families referred through CPS, Family Services, etc.
	Case Mgmt Delivery Geographic Area: Through Local Department of Social Services

Statewide
	Case Mgmt Partnering State Agency: Maryland Department of Health, 

MD Judiciary, 

Maryland State Department of Education 


	Case Mgmt Subgrantee Service Providers:  Local Department of Social Services  

Private nonprofits under contract with SSA
	Adoption Services Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Case Mgmt Description: Case Management services
	Counseling SSBG Goal: N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan
	Congregate Meals SSBG Goal: N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan
	Congregate Meals Description: N/A
	Congregate Meals Recipients: N/A
	Congregate Meals Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Congregate Meals Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Congregate Meals Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Counseling Description: N/A
	Counseling Recipients: N/A
	Counseling Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Counseling Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Counseling Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Daycare Adults SSBG Goal: N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan
	Daycare Adults Description of Services: N/A
	Daycare Adults  Recipients: N/A
	Daycare Adults Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Daycare Adults Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Daycare Adults Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Daycare Child SSBG Goal: N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan
	Daycare Child Description: N/A
	Daycare Child Recipients: N/A
	Daycare Child Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Daycare Child Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Daycare Child Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Education Trng SSBG Goal: N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan
	Education Trng Description of Services: N/A
	Education Trng Recipients: N/A
	Education Trng Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Education Trng Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Education Trng Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Employment SSBG Goal: N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan
	Employment Description: N/A
	Employment Recipients: N/A
	Employment Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Employment Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Employment Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Family Plan SSBG Goal: N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan
	Family Plan Description: N/A
	Family Plan Recipients: N/A
	Family Plan Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Family Plan Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Family Plan Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Foster Care Adults SSBG Goal: Goal #3- Preventing or Remedying Neglect, Abuse or Exploitation
	Foster Care Adults Description: Foster Care Services for adults are those services or activities that assess the need and arrange for the substitute care and alternate living situations for adults in a setting suitable to the individual's needs. Indoviduals may need such services because of social, physical or mental disabilities, or as a consequence of abuse or neglect.  Care may be provided in a community based setting, or such services may arrange for institutionalization when necessary.  Component services to activities include assessment of individual's needs, case planning and case management.
	Foster Care Adults Recipients: Services maybe provided regardless of income.  Services are provided to vulnerable adults who are unable to protect there own interest, health, safety or welfare.
	Foster Care Adults Delivery Geographic Area: These services are available statewide and are provided by direct services staff in Local Departments of Social Service
	Foster Care Adults Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Foster Care Adults Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Foster Care Child SSBG Goal: Goal #3 Preventing or Remedying Neglect, Abuse or Exploitation

Goal #4 Preventing or Reducing Inappropriate Institutional Care
	Foster Care Child Description: Foster Care Services for children are those services or activities associated with the provision of an alternative family life experience for abused, neglected or dependent children, between birth and the age of majority, on the basis of a court commitment or voluntary placement agreement signed by the parent or guardian.  Services may be provided to children in foster family homes, foster homes of relateives, group homes, emergency shelters, residential facilities, childcare institutions, pre-adoptive homes, or supervised independent living situations.  Component services or activities may include assessment of the child's needs.
	Foster Care Child Recipients: Foster Care services are provided to any child or family in need of them.
	Foster Care Child Delivery Geographic Area: These services are available statewide and are provided by direct services staff in Local Departments of Social Services
	Foster Care Child Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Foster Care Child Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Health and Home SSBG Goal: N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan
	Health and Home Description: N/A
	Health and Home Recipients: N/A
	Health and Home Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Health and Home Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Health and Home Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Home Based SSBG Goal: Goal #2 Self Sufficiency

Goal #3 Preventing or Remedying Neglect, Abuse or Exploitation
	Home Based Description: Home Based Services are those in home services or activities provided to individuals or families to assist with household or personal care activities that improve or maintain adequate family well-being.  These services may be provided for reasons of illness, incapacity, fraility, absence of a caretaker relative, or to prevent abuse or neglect of a child or adult.  Major components include homemaker services, chore services,  maintenance services, and household management services.  Component services or activities may include protective supervision of adults and/or children to help prevent abuse, temporary non-medical personal
	Home Based Recipients: Provided without regard to income. Although applicants are eligible regardless of income, fees based on family size maybe changed to those with income above approximately 80% of the State Median Income.
	Home Based Delivery Geographic Area: These services are available statewide and are provided by direct services staff in Local Departments of Social Services
	Home Based Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Home Based Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Meals SSBG Goals: N/A – Service not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan
	Meals Description: N/A
	Meals Recipients: N/A
	Meals Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Meals Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Meals Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Housing SSBG Goal: N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan
	Housing Description: N/A
	Housing Recipients: N/A
	Housing Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Housing Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Housing Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Living SSBG Goal: N/A - Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan
	Living Description: N/A
	Living Recipients: N/A
	Living Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Living Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Living Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Info and Referral SSBG Goal: N/A - Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan
	Info and Referral Description: N/A 
	Info and Referral Recipients: N/A 
	Info and Referral Delivery Geographic Area: N/A 
	Info and Referral Partnering State Agency: N/A 
	Info and Referral Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A 
	Legal SSBG Goal: N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan
	Legal Description: N/A
	Legal Recipients: N/A
	Legal Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Legal Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Legal Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Pregnancy Parenting SSBG Goal: N/A – Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 SSBG plan
	Pregnancy Parenting Description: N/A
	Pregnancy Parenting Recipients: N/A
	Pregnancy Parenting Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Pregnancy Parenting Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Pregnancy Parenting Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Prevention Invention SSBG Goal: Goal #2: Achieving or maintaining self-sufficiency, including reduction or prevention of dependency

Goal #3: Preventing or remedying neglect, abuse, or exploitation of children and adults unable to protect their own interests


	Prevention Invention Description: Prevention and Intervention Services are targeted efforts designed to reduce risk factors and strengthen protective factors for children, youth, and families. These services aim to prevent entry or re-entry into the child welfare, juvenile justice, or adult protective services systems. Interventions may include family preservation services, parenting education, in-home supports, behavioral health screenings, conflict resolution, respite care, early intervention for at-risk youth, and crisis response. These services promote safety, family functioning, and long-term well-being.
	Prevention Invention Recipients: All of Maryland's In-Home Services are offered regardless of income.  No fee is charged.
	Prevention Invention Delivery Geographic Area: Services are available statewide and delivered by direct services staff in Local Departments of Social Services.  Services may be provided in the home, schools, or other community settings.
	Prevention Invention Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Prevention Invention Subgrantee Service Providers_20: N/A
	Protective Adults SSBG Goal: Goal #3: Preventing or remedying neglect, abuse, or exploitation of children and adults unable to protect their own interests, or preserving, rehabilitating, or reuniting families.
	Protective Adults Description: Protective Services for Adults are services and interventions provided to vulnerable adults who are experiencing or at risk of abuse, neglect, self-neglect, or exploitation. These services include 24/7 intake and response, investigation of reports, risk and capacity assessments, safety planning, case management, legal interventions (such as guardianship petitions), referrals to health and mental health services, emergency housing, and coordination of in-home or facility-based care. The purpose is to protect the individual while respecting autonomy to the extent possible.
	Protective Adults Recipients: Services provided to vulnerable adults who are unable to protect their own interest, health, safety or welfare.  No fee is charged.
	Protective Adults Delivery Geographic Area: Services are available statewide and delivered through the Adult Protective Services (APS) units within the Local Departments of Social Services. 
	Protective Adults Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Protective Adults Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Protective Child SSBG Goal: Goal #3: Preventing or remedying neglect, abuse, or exploitation of children
	Protective Child Description: Protective Services for Children address allegations of abuse, neglect, or exploitation through 24/7 intake, investigation, safety planning, and case management. Services include referrals to supports such as counseling, housing, or treatment, with court involvement when needed. The goal is to ensure child safety, strengthen families, and, when reunification is not possible, secure permanent alternative placements.
	Protective Child Delivery Geographic Area: These services are provided statewide through the Local Departments of Social Services.
	Protective Child Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Protective Child Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Recreational SSBG Goal: N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 draft plan
	Recreational Description: N/A
	Recreational Recipients: N/A
	Recreational Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Recreational Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Recreational Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Residential SSBG Goal: N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 draft plan
	Residential Description: N/A
	Residential Recipients: N/A
	Residential Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Residential Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Residential Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Special Services SSBG Goal: N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 draft plan
	Special Services Description: N/A
	Special Services Recipients: N/A
	Special Services Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Special Services Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Special Services Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Special Services Youth SSBG Goal: N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 draft plan
	Special Services Youth Description: N/A
	Special Services Youth Recipients: N/A
	Special Services Youth Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Special Services Youth Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Special Services Youth Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Substance Abuse SSBG Goal: N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 draft plan
	Substance Abuse Description of Services: N/A
	Substance Abuse Recipients: N/A
	Substance Abuse Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Substance Abuse Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Substance Abuse Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Transportation SSBG Goal: N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 draft plan
	Transportation Description: N/A
	Transportation Recipients: N/A
	Transportation Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Transportation Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Transportation Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Other SSBG Goal: N/A- Services not funded under Maryland's FY26 draft plan
	Other Description: N/A
	Other Recipients: N/A
	Other Delivery Geographic Area: N/A
	Other Partnering State Agency: N/A
	Other Subgrantee Service Providers: N/A
	Protective Child Recipients: Services are provided regardless of income.  No fee is charged.


