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Mandatory Grant Application SF-424

August 1987, revised 05/92, 02/95, 03/96, 12/98, 11/01
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES OMB Clearance No.: 0970-013

ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES Expiration Date: 02/28/2027

LOW INCOME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM(LIHEAP)
MODEL PLAN
SF - 424 - MANDATORY

* 1.a. Type of Submission: * 1.b. Frequency: * 1.c. Consolidated Application/ * 1.d. Version:
Plan Annual Plan/Funding Request? Initial
. Resubmission
Explanation: .
Revision
Update
2. Date Received: State Use Only:

3. Applicant Identifier:

4a. Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) [ 5. Date Received By State:
GMI1WZ4ANRTMS51

4b. Federal Award Identifier: 6. State Application Identifier:
93.568

7. APPLICANT INFORMATION

* a. Legal Name: State of Maryland Department of Human Services

*b. Address:
* Street 1: 311 West Saratoga St, 2nd Floor Street 2:
* City: BALTIMORE County:
* State: MD Province:
* Country: United States * Zip / Postal 21201 -
Code:
c. Organizational Unit:
Department Name: Division Name:
Family Investment Administration Office of Home Energy Programs

d. Name and contact information of person to be contacted on matters involving this application: (person will be listed on Notice of Funding
Awards and on the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services' LIHEAP contact list webpage)

* First Name: * Last Name:
Courtney Thomas-Winterberg
Title: Organizational Affiliation:
Acting Director, Maryland Office of Home Energy Programs Department of Human Services
* Telephone Number: Fax Number
3017847099
* Email:

courtney.thomas@maryland.gov

* 8. TYPE OF APPLICANT:
A: State Government

* a. Is the applicant a Tribal Consortium:  Yes No

* b. If yes please attach at least one the following documentation:

Catalog of Federal Domestic o
Assistance Number: CFDA Title:

9. CFDA Numbers and Titles 93.568 Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program
10. DESCRIPTIVE TITLE OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT:
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program for the State of Maryland

11. AREAS AFFECTED BY FUNDING:
Statewide

12. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF APPLICANT:
Maryland 7

13. FUNDING PERIOD:

a. Start Date: b. End Date:
10/01/2025 09/30/2026

* 14. IS SUBMISSION SUBJECT TO REVIEW BY STATE UNDER EXECUTIVE ORDER 12372 PROCESS?

a. This submission was made available to the State under Executive Order 12372
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Process for review on:

b. Program is subject to E.O. 12372 but has not been selected by State for review.

¢. Program is not covered by E.O. 12372.

*15. IS THE APPLICANT DELINQUENT ON ANY FEDERAL DEBT?
YES
NO

If Yes, explain:

16. By signing this application, I certify (1) to the statements contained in the list of certifications** and (2) that the statements herein are true,
plete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I also provide the required assurances** and agree to comply with any resulting terms if I

accept an award. I am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims may subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative
penalties. (U.S. Code, Title 218, Section 1001)

**] Agree

** The list of certifications and assurances, or an internet site where you may obtain this list, is contained in the announcement or agency
specific instructions.

17a. Typed or Printed Name and Title of Authorized Certifying Official 17¢c. Telephone (area code, number and extension)

Courtney Thomas-Winterberg 17d. Email Add
. Email ress

courtney.thomas@maryland.gov

17b. Signature of Authorized Certifying Official 17e. Date Report Submitted (Month, Day, Year)
09/03/2025
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Section 1 - Program Components

August 1987, revised 05/92, 02/95, 03/96, 12/98, 11/01
OMB Clearance No.: 0970-013
Expiration Date: 02/28/2027

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

LOW INCOME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM(LIHEAP)
MODEL PLAN

THE PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT OF 1995 (Pub. L. 104-13)Use of this model plan is optional. However, the information requested is
required in order to receive a Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) grant.Public reporting burden for this collection of
information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and reviewing the collection of information. An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a
collection of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number.

Section 1 Program Components

Program Components, 2605(a), 2605(b)(1) - Assurance 1, 2605(c)(1)(C)

1.1 Check which components you will operate under the LIHEAP program. Dates of Operation
(Note: You must provide information for each component designated here as requested elsewhere in
this plan.)
Start Date End Date
Heating assistance 10/01/2025 09/30/2026

Cooling assistance

Summer crisis assistance

Winter crisis assistance 11/01/2025 03/31/2026
Year-round crisis assistance 10/01/2025 09/30/2026
Weatherization assistance 10/01/2025 09/30/2026

Provide further explanation for the dates of operation, if necessary

Crisis assistance is delivered as expedited support, in accordance with Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 07.03.21.10. In FY26,
Maryland will continue to offer an additional one-time crisis assistance benefit during the winter months to prevent or mitigate a crisis if the
customer's heating benefit is insufficient. Additionally, crisis assistance funds are allocated to the Maryland Department of Housing and
Community Development through an Inter-Agency Agreement for emergency heating and cooling system repair and replacement.

Estimated Funding Allocation, 2604(C), 2605(k)(1), 2605(b)(9), 2605(b)(16) - Assurances 9 and 16

1.2 Estimat.e what amount of available LIHEAP funds will be used for each component that you will operate: Percentage ( % ) Prior year totals

The total of all percentages must add up to 100%.
Heating assistance 74.60% 74.00%
Cooling assistance 0.00% 0.00%
Summer crisis assistance 0.00% 0.00%
Winter crisis assistance 1.20% 0.00%
Year-round crisis assistance 6.20% 8.00%
Weatherization assistance 3.00% 3.00%
Carryover to the following federal fiscal year 5.00% 5.00%
Administrative and planning costs 10.00% 10.00%
Services to reduce home energy needs including needs (Assurance 16) 0.00% 0.00%
Used to develop and implement leveraging activities 0.00% 0.00%

TOTAL 100.00% 100.00%
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Tribal grant recipients: direct-grant tribes, tribal organizations, or territories with allotments of $20,000 or less may use for planning and administration
up to 20% of the funds payable. Grant recipients that are direct grant tribes, tribal organizations, or territories with allotments over $20,000 may use for
planning and administration purposes up to 20% of the first $20,000 (or $4,000) plus 10% of the funds payable that exceeds $20,000. Any administrative
costs in excess of these limits must be paid from non-federal sources.

Alternate Use of Crisis Assistance Funds, 2605(c)(1)(C)

1.3 The funds reserved for winter crisis assistance that have not been expended by March 15 will be reprogrammed to:

Heating assistance Cooling assistance

Weatherization assistance Other (specify:) Unallocated Funds for Winter Crisis will be
prioritized for Heating Assistance and Carry-over to the
following federal fiscal year.

Categorical Eligibility, 2605(b)(2)(A) - Assurance 2, 2605(c)(1)(A), 2605(b)(8A) - Assurance 8

1.4 Do you consider households categorically eligible if at least one household member receives at least one of the following categories of benefits
in the left column below?  Yes No

If you answered "Yes" to question 1.4, you must complete the table below and answer questions 1.5 and 1.6.

Heating Cooling Crisis Weatherization
TANF Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No
SSI Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No
SNAP Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No
Means-tested Veterans Programs Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No

1.4a. Provide your definition of categorical eligibility. Please explain how households are categorically eligible (i.e, do all household members
need to receive the benefits or just one member, is there a data exchange in place?) and how categorical eligibility streamlines the LIHEAP
application process.

In compliance with state legislation enacted under Article II, Section 17(c) of the Maryland Constitution—Chapter 207 of the 2023
legislative session established Categorical Eligibility and automatic enrollment into Maryland’s Energy Assistance programs for households that
have received benefits from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF),
Supplemental Security Income (SSI), or other means-tested veterans’ benefits starting in January 2024. If a member of a household receives these
benefits on an ongoing basis, the household is considered to be categorically income-eligible for LIHEAP and EUSP benefits.

TANF and SNAP recipients who meet all other eligibility criteria and receive ongoing benefits will not need to complete a separate
application to receive OHEP benefits. OHEP will use the TANF, SNAP, and SSI eligibility information from the Eligibility and Enrollment (E&
E) system within the Maryland Total Human Services Integrated Network (MDTHINK) to determine eligibility for MEAP and EUSP benefits, as
well as other eligibility criteria.

If all necessary energy assistance factors, including vendor information, can be collected from E&E, a regular eligibility determination is
made, and a payment amount is electronically issued to the appropriate vendor, landlord, or household. Applicants approved for a regular benefit
through the Categorical Eligibility process receive an Eligibility Determination notice, confirming the OHEP benefits they have been screened for,
the amount of their benefit, and their right to a fair hearing. If required MEAP eligibility factors beyond income eligibility cannot be retrieved
from E&E, the application will be reviewed by the Local Administering Agency. In such cases, missing eligibility information will be requested
from the applicant, and an eligibility determination will be made.

1.5 Do you automatically enroll households without a direct annual application?  Yes No

If Yes, explain:

In compliance with state legislation enacted under Article II, § 17(c) of the Maryland Constitution - Chapter 665, Maryland launched a
universal redetermination process in 2023. This process streamlines the application process for OHEP recipients aged 60 and older, as well as for
disabled customers who are permanently disabled and/or have completed an OHEP application through the Critical Medical Needs program, with
eligible income types (SSI, SSDI, Social Security, and Pension).

With the implementation of Categorical Eligibility, State legislation enacted under Article II, Section 17(c) of the Maryland
Constitution—Chapter 207 of the 2023 legislative session, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) households are referred to OHEP for benefits though Maryland’s Eligibility and Enrollment (E&E) system. Categorical Eligible
households are not required to submit an application.

T —
1.6 How do you ensure there is no difference in the treatment of categorically eligible households from those not receiving other public assistance
when determining eligibility and benefit amounts?

The same eligibility criteria for determining program benefits applies to all applicant households.

Page 5 of 53



SNAP Nominal Payments

1.7a Do you allocate LIHEAP funds toward a nominal payment for SNAP households?  Yes No

If you answered "Yes" to question 1.7a, you must provide a response to questions 1.7b, 1.7¢, and 1.7d.

1.7b Amount of Nominal Assistance: $21.00

1.7¢ Frequency of Assistance

Once Per Year

Once every five years

Other - Describe:

1.7d How do you confirm that the household receiving a nominal payment has an energy cost or need?
Nominal payments were introduced in fiscal year 2023 to comply with newly established state statutes enacted under Article II, Section
17(c) of the Maryland Constitution—Chapters 362 and 363. Households are screened for energy costs during the application process for the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).

Determination of Eligibility - Countable Income

1.8. In determining a household's income eligibility for LIHEAP, do you use gross income or net income?

Gross Income

Net Income

Other - Describe

1.9. Select all the applicable forms of countable income used to determine a household's income eligibility for LIHEAP

Wages

Self - Employment Income

Contract Income

















































































































































