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Induction Ceremony

Presentation of Honoree Plaque
2013

Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame

HONOREES

Helen Delich Bentley
Nominated by Gloria Lawlah, President Women Legislators of Maryland Foundation 

 
Jean B. Cryor (Posthumously)

Nominated by Judith Vaughan-Prather, 
Executive Director Montgomery County Commission for Women

Dr. Charlene Mickens Dukes
Nominated by Oretha Bridgwaters-Simms, Vice Chairman, 

Board of Trustees Prince George’s County Community College

Honorable Ellen R. Sauerbrey
Nominated by Honorable Kathy Szeliga, Ladies in Leadership

Linda A. Shevitz
Nominated by Susan Shaffer, President Mid-Atlantic Equity Consortium, Inc.

Beatrice Tignor, Ed.D.
Nominated by Oretha Bridgwaters-Simms, Vice Chairman, 

Board of Trustees Prince George’s County Community College
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MARYLAND COMMISSION FOR WOMEN

The Maryland Commission for Women, was created in 1965 and established as an independent 
agency by an act of the Maryland General Assembly in 1971, is a 25 member diverse group 

of citizens appointed by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate from among 
persons interested in the improvement in the status of women.  The Commission’s membership 

represents the geographical regions and diversity of the state.  Members are appointed for terms of 
four years.  The Commission is housed in the Maryland Department of Human Resources under 

Secretary Theodore Dallas.

MISSION

The MCW advises government, advances solutions, and serves as a statewide resource to expand 
social, political, and economic opportunities for all women.

VISION

All Maryland women have full social, political, and economic equality.

COMMISSIONERS

Patricia Cornish, Chair Lynn Fitrell, Vice-Chair
Mythili Bachu 
Tanesha Boldin 
Darlene Breck 
Dr. Kimberly Brown 
Susan Elgin 
Helen Holton 
Velvet Johnson 
Elizabeth Kinney 
Varsha Mathur 
Ginger Miller

Patricia Omana
Patricia Owens
Betsy Ramirez
Anita Riley
Debbie Risper
Cara Tenenbaum
Roseanna Vogt 
Dr. Kathleen White
Wandra Ashley-Williams 
Diane Williams 
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WOMEN LEGISLATORS OF THE MARYLAND 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, INC.

Women Legislators of the Maryland General Assembly, Inc., better known as the Women’s Caucus, was 
established in 1972 to foster cooperation among women holding state legislative office and to increase the 
participation of women in politics.  It was the first Women’s Caucus in the Nation.  Key to the organization’s 
success is its framework, wherein issues can be debated and policies refined, without losing sight of the overall 
mission:  to improve public policy that affects women’s lives and increase the number of women elected and 
appointed to public office in Maryland.

The mandate of the Women Legislators of the Maryland General Assembly is:  to research and develop 
legislation assisting women; to encourage the greater participation of women in Maryland government; and 
to communicate and cooperate with other women’s organizations.

We are currently 57 members strong, comprising 30.3% of the General Assembly.  Please log on to our 
Website:  womenlegislatorsmd.org to learn more about our organization and our foundation.

Delegate Kathy Afzali   Delegate Susan L.M. Aumann
Delegate Gail H. Bates   Delegate Pamela Beidle
Senator Joanne Benson   Delegate Liz Bobo
Delegate Aisha N. Braveboy   Delegate Jill P. Carter
Senator Joan Carter Conway   Delegate Bonnie Cullison
Delegate Kathleen M. Dumais   Delegate Addie Eckardt 
Senator Jennie Forehand   Delegate Barbara A. Frush
Delegate Tawanna P. Gaines   Senator Lisa A. Gladden
Delegate Cheryl Glenn   Delegate Melony Griffith
Delegate Ana Sol Gutierrez   Delegate Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio 
Delegate Hattie Harrison   Delegate Anne Healey 
Delegate Sheila E. Hixson   Delegate Carolyn J.B. Howard 
Delegate Jolene Ivey   Senator Nancy Jacobs 
Delegate Mary-Dulany James   Delegate Sally Jameson 
Delegate Adrienne A. Jones   Senator Verna Jones-Rodwell
Delegate Anne Kaiser   Senator Delores G. Kelley
Delegate Ariana Kelly   Senator Nancy J. King 
Senator Katherine Klausmeier   Delegate Susan W. Krebs
Delegate Susan C. Lee   Delegate Mary Ann Love
Delegate Susan K. McComas   Delegate Maggie McIntosh
Delegate Aruna Miller   Delegate Heather R. Mizeur
Senator Karen S. Montgomery   Delegate Shirley Nathan-Pulliam
Delegate Joseline Peña-Melnyk   Delegate Shane Pendergrass
Senator Catherine E. Pugh   Delegate Barbara Robinson 
Delegate Kelly Schulz   Delegate Donna Stifler 
Delegate Nancy Reter Stocksdale   Delegate Kathy Szeliga 
Delegate Veronica Turner   Delegate Kris Valderrama
Delegate Geraldine Valentino-Smith   Delegate Cathy Vitale
Delegate Mary Washington
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Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame Honorees
The Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame was established in 1985 through the efforts of the Maryland Commission for Women and 
the Women Legislators of Maryland.  The purpose of the Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame is to honor Maryland women who have 
made unique and lasting contributions to the economic, political, cultural and social life of the state and to provide role models of 
achievement for our future women leaders.  The annual ceremony acts to enhance the visibility of women’s contributions to the 
communities they serve, the state of Maryland and to the wider world.  

Each year the Maryland Commission for Women and Women Legislators recognize women of achievement through the 
Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame. The selected honorees’ contributions have made significant and lasting impressions in all areas 
of achievement, including areas such as the environment, science and technology, education, the arts, social justice, civil rights, 
the armed services, and religion.  Through the creation of the Maryland Women’s Heritage Center, the Hall of Fame has a home.  
The exhibit provides a face and access for all Marylanders to get to know the Maryland Women who have contributed so much 
to society and the world.

1985 
Margaret Brent *
Rachel Carson* 
Rita C. Davidson *
Gladys Noon Spellman 
Harriet Ross Tubman*
1986 
Lillie Carroll Jackson * 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton*  
Henrietta Szold* 
Jeannette Rosner Wolman 
H. Margret Zassenhaus, MD
1987 
Clara Barton*
Frances Ellen Watkins Harper*  
Juanita Jackson Mitchell  
Mary Shaw Shorb, PhD
Helen Brooke Taussig, MD*
1988 
Barbara Ann Mikulski  
Sadie Kneller Miller * 
Mary Eliza Risteau *
Martha Carey Thomas * 
Verda Freeman Welcome
1989 
Bertha Sheppard Adkins *
Eugenie Clark, PhD. 
Lavinia Margaret Engle*
Lena King Lee
Estelle R. Ramey, PhD.
1990 
Lucille Maurer 
Enolia Pettigen McMillan  
Pauli Murray* 
Adele Hagner Stamp *
Mary Lemist Titcomb*
1991 
Rita R. Colwell, PhD 
Mary Elizabeth Lange* 
Claire McCardell* 
Bessie Moses, MD* 
Alta Schrock, PhD

1992 
Annie Armstrong*  
Anna Ella Carroll*  
Rose Kushner  
Margaret Collins Schweinhaut  
Carmen Delgado Votaw 
1993 
Rosalyn Blake Bell 
Lucille Clifton 
Elizabeth King Ellicott* 
Jean Spencer*  
Martha Ellicott Tyson* 
1994 
Rosalie Silber Abrams 
Mary Elizabeth Banning*  
Harriet Elizabeth Brown  
Constance A. Morella 
Mary Adelaide Nutting*
1995 
Jill Moss Greenberg 
Mary L. Nock*  
Amanda Taylor Norris, MD* 
Nettie Barcroft Taylor 
Euphemia M Goldsborough Wilson*
1996 
Madeleine L. Ellicott* 
Ethel Llewellyn Ennis 
Mary Digges Lee* 
Brigid G. Leventhal, MD* 
Barbara Robinson
1997 
Diane L. Adams, MD 
Sol del Ande Mendez Eaton 
Catherine R. Gira, PhD 
Helen L. Koss 
Rosa Ponselle*
1998 
Constance Ross Beims  
Mary Katherine Goddard*  
Elaine Ryan Hedges* 
Mary Carter Smith
1999 
Florence Riefle Bahr* 

Lillian C. Compton* 
Edith Houghton Hooker* 
Elizabeth Fran Johnson 
Bernice Smith White
2000 
Constance Uriolo Battle, MD
Lois Green Carr 
Sonia Pressman Fuentes 
Josephine Jacobsen 
Rosetta Stith, PhD
Sandra W. Tomlinson, PhD
2001 
Kathleen Feeley, SSND. 
Misbah Khan, MD.  
Charmaine Krohe, SSND. 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver  
2002 
Mabel Houze Hubbard 
Florence P. Kendall  
Mary Young Pickersgill* 
Lorraine Sheehan 
2003 
Viriginia Walcott Beauchamp 
Edith Clarke* 
Kathryn J. DuFour 
Ruth L. Kirschstein, MD 
Etta H. Maddox* 
Deborah A. Yow 
2004 
Emily Edmonson* 
Nancy Grasmick, PhD. 
Esther McCready 
Margaret Byrd Rawson 
Vivian V. Simpson* 
2005 
Shoshana S. Cardin 
B. Olive Cole* 
Susan R. Panny, MD. 
Edyth H. Schoenrich, MD, MPH 
2006 
Susan P. Baker 
Liebe Sokol Diamond, MD 
Bea Gaddy* 

Marilyn Hughes Gaston, MD 
Rebecca Alban Hoffberger 
Grace Snively*
2007 
Colonel Annette M. Deener 
Sally T. Grant 
Prasanna Nair, MD., MPH. 
Karen H. Rothenberg, JD., MPA 
Audrey E. Scott
2008 
Eleanora Fagan, “Billie Holiday” *
Ramona McCarthy Hawkins, RPh. 
Ellen Moses Heller 
Pauline Menes 
Toby Barbara Orenstein 
Emily Wilson Walker, MD*
2009
Ilia Feher*
Diane Griffin, MD., PhD
Harriet Legum
Allyson Solomon
Anne St. Clair Wright*
2010
Claire M. Fraser-Leggett, PhD
Anne Catherine Hoof Green*  
Irene Morgan Kirkaldy* 
Almira Hart Lincoln Phelps
Bernice Sandler, Ed.D.
Lillie D. Shockney
2011
Lucy Diggs Slowe*
Carol Greider, Ph.D.
Barbara Holdridge
Dr. Ligia Peralta, M.D.F.A.A.P., 
F.S.A.H.M
Gertrude Poe
June Willenz
2012
Dr. Maureen Black, Ph.D.
Margaret Dunkle
Honorable Diana Gribbon Motz
Treasurer Nancy Kopp
Dr. Alice Manicur
Gwendolyn Rooks

*Denotes Posthumously Inducted
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Maryland Commission for Women
2013 Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame

Welcome & Introductions
Patricia Cornish, Chair

Maryland Commission for Women

Welcome & Presentation of Women’s History Month Proclamation
Ted Dallas, Secretary

Department of Human Resources

Message from U.S. Senators Ben Cardin and Barbara Mikulski
Joyce Leviton, Assistant to Senator Ben Cardin
Representative for Senator Barbara Mikulski

Introduction of the 2013 Women’s Hall of Fame Selection Committee
A. Diane Williams & Elizabeth Kinney, Co-Chairs

2013 Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame

Introduction of Honorees & Presenters
Honoree Presenter
Helen Delich Bentley Gloria Lawlah 
Jean B. Cryor *       Cryor Family
Dr. Charlene Mickens Dukes                           Oretha Bridgwaters-Simms
Ellen Sauerbrey                                            Kathy Szeliga
Linda Shevitz                                                   Susan Shaffer
Beatrice Tignor Oretha Bridgwaters-Simms

Presentation & Acceptance of Plaque to Maryland Women’s Heritage Center
Catherine Pugh, President

Women Legislators of the Maryland General Assembly, Inc.

Jill Moss Greenberg
Maryland Women’s Heritage Center

Closing Remarks
Patricia Cornish, Chair

Honoree Reception at Government House
Hosted by:

Governor Martin O’Malley 
First Lady, Judge Katie O’Malley
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Helen Delich Bent-
ley is President and 
CEO of Helen 
Bentley & Associ-
ates, Inc., which 
provides marketing, 
consulting and gov-
ernment relations 
services, and also 
serves as a consul-
tant to the Mary-
land Port Adminis-
tration. 

As Chairman of 
Federal Maritime 

Commission from 1969 – 1975, she was then the fourth- 
highest ranking woman in Federal government history. In 
1985 she was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives 
representing Maryland’s Second Congressional District, 
where she served until 1995.

From 1945 until 1969 she was a reporter and then 
maritime editor for The Baltimore Sun, where her 
coverage made her an opinion leader on international 
maritime issues. In 1950 she also moved into television. 
For 15 years, as she turned out weekly 30 minute 
segments, Bentley produced, directed, edited, wrote 
and did interviews for her series, “The Port That Built 
a City,” and, later, “The Port That Built a City – and 
State.”  Throughout her career, Bentley has tirelessly 

MARYLAND COMMISSION FOR WOMEN
2013 Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame

promoted three primary issues – the advancement of 
America’s maritime community, America’s industrial/
manufacturing base, and her beloved Port of Baltimore.

In June, 2006, Maryland Governor Robert L. 
Ehrlich, Jr. announced he had officially renamed the 
Port as The Helen Delich Bentley Port of Baltimore. 
“There has been no one,” said Ehrlich in making the 
announcement, “who has championed the vital role 
the Port plays in both the global economy and our 
everyday lives more than Helen.”  

Born in Ruth, Nevada, Bentley graduated from the 
University of Missouri in 1944, and has been awarded 
10 honorary doctorates.

She has received numerous national and international 
honors, including the Admiral of the Ocean Sea 
(AOTOS) Award in 1981, the Governor’s International 
Leadership Award in 2006, Int’l Maritime Hall of Fame 
2004, the Jerry Land Medal of the Society of Naval 
Architects and Marine Engineers in 1974, the U.S. 
Navy League’s Robert Thompson Award in 1973, the 
United Kingdom’s Chamber of Shipping in 1973 and 
the U.S. Propeller Club’s Congressional in 1987 and its 
Lifetime Achievement Award in 2008. She also received 
Industrialist of the Year from the Baltimore Museum of 
Industry 2010.  Bentley has christened 17 American 
flag ships, five of which she named simultaneously at 
the Sparrows Point Shipyard in 1987.

HELEN DELICH BENTLEY
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Jean Cryor was born 
in Darby, Pennsyl-
vania, later mov-
ing to Potomac, 
Maryland when her 
husband Dan was 
promoted by CBS 
News as a political 
correspondent in 
Washington, D.C.  
She attended the 
University of Penn-
sylvania and later 
earned her MBA 
from Loyola Col-
lege.  A newspaper 

reporter and columnist in Philadelphia, Cryor later 
worked as an editor and publisher for the Gazette news-
papers from 1987-1993.  She started the Potomac Ga-
zette, as well as the Bethesda and Chevy Chase Gazettes.  
She was vice president of all of the Gazette newspapers.

She was elected to the Maryland House of Delegates in 
1994 and served 12 years from January 11, 1995 until 
January 10, 2007.  She served as a member of the Ways 
and Means Committee, for several years as the Ranking 
Minority Member.  As a state legislator, Jean Cryor 
served on the state’s Thornton Education Commission, 
and twice was the lead sponsor of a successful bill to 
suspend sales tax on clothing for Back to School Week. 
Her legislation protecting the Potomac River was argued 
before the U.S. Supreme Court. She won a reputation as 
a strong advocate for school funding, the earned income 
tax credit for low income workers, and for women’s 
rights.  

In June 2007, Cryor was elected unanimously by the 
Montgomery County Council to the Montgomery 
County Planning Board. At the same time, she also 
served as a Commissioner on the Maryland-National 
Capital Park and Planning Commission until her death. 

She was honored as Citizen of the Year by the Almanac 
Newspapers, Legislator of the Year by the Maryland 
Retailers Association, Businessperson of the Year by 

the Maryland Businesses for Responsive Government, 
Building the Bridge to Excellence in Maryland Public 
Schools by the State Board of Education, Legislator of 
the Year by the Childhood Brain Tumor Foundation 
and Registry of Maryland, Maryland’s Top 100 Women 
by the Daily Record (2003 and 2006), the Woman 
of Achievement Award by the Suburban Maryland 
Business and Professional Women Association, and 
the Lifetime Service from the Potomac Chamber of 
Commerce. She was elected President of the Women 
Legislators of Maryland (2004-2005).  

Although the only Republican state legislator represent-
ing Montgomery County, she remained popular among 
constituents of both parties for her demonstrated inde-
pendence, commitment to service and to her communi-
ty.  A fearless and indefatigable advocate for women and 
the disadvantaged, she won a reputation as a consensus 
builder and very effective legislator. 

An example of her courage and independence was her 
support of a 2005 bill long advocated by the women’s 
rights organizations to create a Pay Equity Commission 
to study the persistent gender-based wage gap and 
make recommendations for its remedy.  The bill was 
vetoed by then-Governor Ehrlich.  Cryor was the only 
legislator who dared cross the party line and support 
the veto override, voting against the governor from her 
own party.   The override was successful and the Pay 
Equity Commission was established.  Its report and 
recommendations immediately benefitted women and 
their families that year and will continue for generations 
to come.  
  
Cryor was widowed at age 39, raising her three young 
daughters as a single mother.  She said her proudest 
accomplishment was not her role as a journalist or an 
elected official, but shepherding her daughters and 
grandchildren in reaching their potential and giving 
back to their community.

JEAN B. CRYOR (DECEMBER 13, 1938-NOVEMBER 3, 2009)



10

Dr. Charlene Mick-
ens Dukes is the na-
tionally recognized 
and first female 
president of Prince 
George's Communi-
ty College (PGCC). 
She was unani-
mously voted presi-
dent of the Mary-
land State Board of 
Education after hav-
ing served two terms 
as Vice-Chair. She is 
an adjunct professor 
in the Community 
College Leadership 

Doctoral Program at Morgan State University and serves 
on the Board of Directors for the American Association 
of Community Colleges (AACC), American Associa-
tion of Colleges and Universities (AAC&U), Presidents’ 
Roundtable of African-American CEOs  in Community 
Colleges, Doctors’ Hospital, College Summit, Hillside 
Works-Scholarship Connection, Harlem Renaissance 
Foundation, the Prince George’s County Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Prince George’s Business Round-
table.  She is a lifetime member of Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority, Inc. and a member of the Prince George’s County 
Alumnae Chapter.
 
Under Dr. Dukes’ leadership, Prince George's 
Community College was the only college in Maryland 
to be chosen as one of the nation's sixteen White House 
Champions of Change in community colleges. Her 
vision has led to the creation of a community college 
model for multifaceted financial growth, and sector-
based partnerships to enhance academic programs 
and state-of-the-art technology advancements. Prince 
George’s Community College also has the distinction 
of being the only college in Maryland to house a grades 
9 – 12 middle college high school, the Academy of 
Health Sciences, where students will receive a high 
school diploma and associate degrees concurrently upon 
graduation.

Designated as a Predominantly Black Institution (PBI), 
the college serves more than 44,000 students, ninety-
three percent of whom are students of color.  Those 
students engage with 250 fulltime faculty, more than 

DR. CHARLENE MICKENS DUKES
1,000 adjunct faculty and 654 administrators and staff 
annually. The college also serves as a vital resource for 
organizations throughout the county, state and region.

Following a progressive ascension through the adminis-
trative ranks within the University of Pittsburgh at John-
stown and the Community College of Allegheny County 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Dr. Dukes joined Prince 
George's Community College as the Vice President for 
Student Services in 1995. Her tenure and leadership at 
the College has resulted in significant enhancements that 
have become state and national models of academic suc-
cess. PGCC has become a National Security Agency and 
Department of Homeland Security designated National 
Center for Academic Excellence in Information Assur-
ance. The College is also the national headquarters and 
lead institution for the 77 colleges and universities from 
26 states participating in the National Science Founda-
tions' Cyberwatch Advanced Technological Education 
Center.

From 2002 through 2006, she served on the Appointed 
Board of Education of Prince George’s County.  In May 
2007, she accepted a gubernatorial appointment to serve 
on the Maryland State Board of Education.  In October 
2007, the African-American Alumni Council of the 
University of Pittsburgh recognized Dr. Dukes as an 
Outstanding Alumnus, and in 2008, she received the 
Distinguished Alumnus Award from Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania. In 2009, she accepted the “1St Ladies 
Award” given by Radio One and My Sister’s Keeper 
Organization and the “Luminary Award” from the Prince 
George’s County Black Chamber of Commerce. In 2009 
and 2010, Dr. Dukes was recognized for leadership in 
education by the Pi Upsilon Lambda chapter of Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.  She was also recognized by the 
Washington Business Journal as one of the “2010 Women 
Who Mean Business,” and in 2011, she was honored by 
the Mitchellville chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, 
Inc.  The Washingtonian recognized her, in 2011, as one 
of the “100 Most Powerful Women” in the Washington 
DC region.
 
Dr. Dukes has a Bachelor of Science in Secondary 
Education with an English concentration from Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania and a Masters and Doctorate 
in Administrative and Policy Studies from the University 
of Pittsburgh. She resides in Glenn Dale, Maryland, and 
her son, Maurice Dukes, is a senior at Howard University. 
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Ellen Sauerbrey has 
been an educator, 
legislator and diplo-
mat.  She was elect-
ed to the Maryland 
General Assembly in 
1978, after serving 
on the Republican 
Central Commit-
tee for seven years 
and launching the 
Maryland Taxpay-
ers Coalition.  She 
was a member of the 
House of Delegates 
for sixteen years, and 

for eight years of those years served as the House Minority 
Leader.  Ellen was a board member of the American Leg-
islative Exchange Council, the largest individual mem-
bership organization of state legislators, and in 1990 was 
elected National Chairman.

Mrs. Sauerbrey left the legislature to run for Governor 
and was the 1994 and 1998 Republican nominee for 
Governor of Maryland.  She was elected Republican 
National Committeewoman for Maryland in 1996 and 
was a talk show host on WBAL radio from 1999-2000.

President George W.  Bush appointed Ellen as Delegate 
to UN Commission on Human Rights in 2001 and in 
2002 as Representative to the UN Commission on the 
Status of Women of the Economic and Social Council 
of the UN with the status of Ambassador.  She served in 
that position until 2005.  During the 2003 session of the 
General Assembly, she led negotiations that culminated in 
the successful adoption of the U.S. proposed resolution on 
Women and Political Participation.  She led international 
missions to train women on the nuts and bolts of political 
campaigns and democracy building in countries as diverse 
as Mongolia and Cote d’ivoire.  

Ellen headed the U.S. delegation to the Baltic Sea 
Conference on Women and Democracy in Estonia and 
spoke at numerous international women’s conferences. 
She represented the U.S. at the 2003 World Family Policy 
Forum in Provo, Utah, the International Congress on 
the Family in Mexico City and World Family Congress 
III, and held conferences on women and family issues in 
Nicaragua, Honduras, El Salvador and Costa Rica.

She also served on the Defense Department Advisory 
Committee on Women in the Services from 2004-2006, 
addressing problems of military women and families.  

In 2006, she was recruited by Condoleezza Rice for the 
post of Assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau of 
Population, Refugees and Migration and successfully 
managed a two billion dollar budget.  A proud recipient 
of numerous awards from Human Rights and Refugee 
organizations, she is credited with opening the doors of 
the U.S. to Burmese refugees who languished for 10 years 
in Thailand, waiting for a country to take them in. She 
also managed the initial program to rescue and resettle 
Iraqi refugees.  In 2006 she was named Humanitarian 
of the Year by the Asian American Business Roundtable.

A native Marylander, she graduated Summa cum laude 
from Western Maryland College, which honored her 
in 1988 as Alumnus of the Year.  Ellen was a biology 
teacher and science department chairman in Baltimore 
County.  She has held leadership oppositions in many 
civic organizations, including Council on Economic 
Education in Maryland, Multiple Sclerosis, Franklin 
Square Hospital, and Maryland Federation of Republican 
Women.  She and husband, Wilmer Sauerbrey, live in a 
pre-civil war home in Baltimore County.

Along with former Governor Marvin Mandel, she 
currently co-chairs Maryland Business for Responsive 
Government and is on the national board of KIND –
Kids in Need of Defense.

ELLEN SAUERBREY
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Linda A. Pollack 
Shevitz is a national 
leader in the areas 
of gender equity, 
women’s history, 
multicultural edu-
cation, and social 
justice, and has 
been active in these 
areas for more than 
three decades. Na-
tionally, she served 
as Chair of the As-
sociation for Gen-
der Equity Leader-
ship in Education 

(AGELE), an organization of advocates for equity in 
education from pre-school through postsecondary pro-
grams, and Vice Chair of the National Coalition for 
Women and Girls in Education, a consortium of 50 
national organizations promoting gender equity.  She is 
a recipient of the Activist of the Year Award presented 
by the Women Educators of the American Educational 
Research Association, and received an award from the 
Governor of Maryland for Outstanding Contributions 
in Assuring Equal Opportunities for Students and Edu-
cators in Maryland.

In her professional position as Equity Office Director 
at the Maryland State Department of Education Ms. 
Shevitz has monitored the implementation in Maryland 
of Title IX (of the Education Amendments of 1972), 
the federal law prohibiting sex discrimination in 
Education.  Fulfilling this responsibility for 30 years, 
she became the longest serving Title IX Coordinator 
of any state in the nation.  She received the National 
Shirley McCune Award for Outstanding Contributions 
to Gender Equity and was a participant in White 
House Commemorations of the Anniversaries of Title 
IX.  She has been a consultant to the U. S. Department 
of Education and the Department of Justice on issues 
related to Gender Equity and to Sexual Harassment .
 

LINDA A. SHEVITZ
Linda coordinated the Maryland Women’s History 
Project since the early 1980’s, a collaboration between 
the Maryland State Department of Education and 
the Maryland Commission for Women. The project 
developed annual resource kits that were distributed 
to libraries and all schools throughout the state.  These 
kits provided information about Maryland women’s 
contributions in areas such as the Arts and Literature, 
Science and Technology, Young Women’s Leadership, the 
Suffrage and Civil Rights Movements, Law and Politics, 
Education, and a Maryland Women’s History Trail Book 
and map, noting women’s history sites in the state.  The 
History Project led to the establishment and 2010 opening 
of the Maryland Women’s Heritage Center in Baltimore 
to honor the work of historical and contemporary 
Maryland women of diverse cultures and backgrounds.  
Linda is a founder, Board member, and Program Chair of 
the Center, the first state-based, comprehensive women’s 
leadership center and history museum of its kind in the 
nation.
 
Linda has coordinated a statewide network on multicul-
tural education and student achievement, composed of 
representatives of all twenty-four Maryland school sys-
tems, which addresses issues of discrimination and dis-
parities in areas such as race, national origin, ethnicity, 
gender, sexual orientation and disability.  She has been 
named a Top 100 Maryland Woman, and received Dor-
othy Lloyd Women’s Rights Award from the Maryland 
State Educators Association.  She was the 2012 recipi-
ent of the National Award for Social Justice Advocacy, 
presented by  the National Association for Multicultural 
Education.
 
Linda is an honors graduate of the University of Maryland, 
College Park, where she was listed in Who’s Who, served 
as president of the Education Honorary, and was named 
Outstanding Senior Woman.  She has graduate degrees in 
Human Development Education.
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Beatrice P. Tignor was 
born in Brandywine, MD 
and graduated from the 
Prince George’s County 
Public Schools.  She gradu-
ated from Bowie State Uni-
versity with a BS Degree, 
and earned a Masters, 
Education Specialist, 
and Doctor of Educa-
tion from George Wash-
ington University, while 
being a single mother to 
daughter Patricia and 
working in the educa-

tion sector of Prince George’s County.

Dr. Tignor worked as a public school teacher, Reading 
Specialist, and Assistant Superintendent in the Prince 
George’s County Public Schools. She also taught English 
and Reading at the Prince George’s Community College 
(PGCC) and served as a Department Chairman.  During 
her tenure at PGCC, she created one of the first community 
college Learning Laboratory for Developmental Students, 
implemented a new grading system, developed a reading and 
math clinic for school age children, initiated a certification 
program for teachers in coordination with the Maryland 
Department of Education and chaired departmental 
accreditation committees.

Dr. Tignor was also elected to the Maryland House of Del-
egates where she served on the Ways and Means Committee. 
She later served as a Senator and was named to the Budget 
and Taxation Committee.  She received awards as Delegate 
of the Year for her work with the disabled and as Senator 
of the Year for her achievements in education. She was also 
named Legislator of the Year.

Dr. Tignor served as Chair of the Prince George’s 
County Board of Education from 2002-2006. Under 
her leadership, with a cooperative Board, she worked 
to eliminate a 24m dollar deficit, increased test scores 
and number of certified teachers from 38% to 62%, 
incresed retention rates of teachers and administrators, 
increased graduation rates to 92 percent and graduated 
the highest number of African Americans in the 
nation. In addition, during her tenure all schools were 
equipped with air conditioned classrooms and she  
implemented an energy savings program. She left a 
60m surplus in the school system budget.

As Director of Procurement for Montgomery County, 
Dr. Tignor led the second largest procurement office 
in local government in the Country with a budget  of 
$700 million. Under her leadership the County won a 
National Award from Harvard School of Government 
for an innovative electronic procurement system.  She 
also implemented a procurement violation system, 
and an on-line auction system, and increased minority 
participation from 37m to 100m dollars.

Among Dr. Tignor’s other accomplishments, appoint-
ments, and awards, include the National President of 
the Bowie State University Alumni, Bowie State Foun-
dation, and Council of National Alumni Associations. 
She was also appointed to the Prince George’s Com-
munity College Board of Trustees, Democratic Na-
tional Committeewoman, and American Red Cross. 
Dr. Tignor has been named to Maryland’s Women of 
Achievement and had been honored as Prince Geor-
gian of the Year.

Currently, Dr. Tignor serves as the Municipal Liaison 
to Prince George’s County Executive Rushern L. 
Baker, III.

BEATRICE P. TIGNOR, ED.D
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SPECIAL THANKS ARE EXTENDED TO…..
Catherine Pugh, President Women Legislators of Maryland
Senator Ed Reilly (Sponsor for the Miller Senate Building)

Marsha Wise, Executive Director, Women Legislators of Maryland
Communications Office, Maryland Department of Human Resources
Tom Nappi, Photographer; In Y. Shin, Program Design and Layout

Maryland Correctional Enterprises, Invitations and Programs
Government House Staff

PROGRAM SPONSORS
Maryland Commission for Women

Women Legislators of Maryland
Maryland Department of Human Resources

2013 MARYLAND WOMEN’S HALL OF FAME SELECTION COMMITTEE
A. Diane Williams, Co-Chair, Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame 
Elizabeth Kinney, Co-Chair, Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame

Dr. Jean Baker
Delegate Barbara Frush

Dr. Joan Gillece
Chandra Walker Holloway

Jennifer Jones
Linda Mahoney

Carmen Delgado Votaw

STAFF OF THE MARYLAND COMMISSION FOR WOMEN
Bonnie Ariano, Special Assistant to the Secretary

Crystal Young, Program Administrator
Ellie Elgin, Director of Outreach

Andrea Judkin, Intern 
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